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Early learning ini� a� ves are making an impact 
After nearly 20 years teaching fourth 
grade in the Puyallup School District, 
Maplewood Elementary teacher Hope 
Ernst noticed something different about 
her students this year. For the fi rst time, 
every student in her class knew how to 
read when they entered fourth grade.

“This is the fi rst year that I’ve really no-
ticed — WOW –— they could ALL read, 
which is awesome,” says Ernst.

This year’s fourth graders are the fi rst 
districtwide class of students to attend 
full-day kindergarten. It is one of several 
early learning initiatives Puyallup has 
implemented in recent years to positively 
impact the growth of the whole child and 
to close the achievement gap that exists 
for children entering kindergarten. 

• Full-day kindergarten began in the 
  2013-14 school year at Firgrove, Spin-
  ning, and Stewart elementary schools. 
  In 2014-15 Puyallup went to full-day   
  kindergarten districtwide.
• Students have been immersed in the 
Common Core State Standards Ini-

  tiative. The Common Core is a set of 
  high-quality academic standards in 
  mathematics and English language 
  arts/literacy. These learning goals out-
  line what a student should know and 
  be able to do at the end of each grade.
• Response To Intervention practices  
  provide targeted learning in small  

  group settings. Students are screened 
  in reading and math to measure prog-  
  ress in meeting specifi c Essential Stan-
  dards. Assessment tests are adminis-
  tered throughout the school year. The 
  information is used to assess students’ 
  academic needs and intervene with tar-
  geted instruction. 
• The Learning Assistance Program has 
  a certifi cated teacher and a paraeduca-
  tor in every elementary school in the  
  district to provide small group interven-
  tion for students who qualify. Students 
  are served in small, fl exible groups, fo-
  cusing on supplemental interventions 
  to accelerate their learning. 
• Title I is a federally funded program 

  which provides fi nancial assistance to 
  schools with higher percentages of chil-
  dren from low-income families to help 
  ensure that all children meet challeng-
  ing state academic standards.
• Second Step is a curriculum which 
  promotes the social emotional develop-
  ment, safety, and well-being of chil-
  dren. Social emotional learning helps 
  students understand emotions and 
  how to deal with them, and to recognize 
  other’s emotions and perspective which 
  helps build empathy and compassion. 
  It teaches students how to stop, take a 
  breath, and think about situations be-
  fore reacting. Students learn to identify

continued on page 2 
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This spring and summer the Puyallup This spring and summer the Puyallup 
School District will be putting the fi nal School District will be putting the fi nal 
touches on several projects that repre-touches on several projects that repre-
sent long-term promises made to our sent long-term promises made to our 
community. The most obvious of these community. The most obvious of these 
are the many elementary school proj-are the many elementary school proj-
ects with four new or rebuilt elementary ects with four new or rebuilt elementary 
schools opening in September 2019, and schools opening in September 2019, and 
the Pope Elementary remodel opening the Pope Elementary remodel opening 
the following year. the following year. 

When the community entrusted the When the community entrusted the 
district with 69 percent support on the district with 69 percent support on the 
November 2015 bond issue, it was an ex-November 2015 bond issue, it was an ex-
pectation that all of the promised proj-pectation that all of the promised proj-
ects would be delivered on time and on ects would be delivered on time and on 
budget. I am happy to report we will be budget. I am happy to report we will be 
exceeding the expectations of the com-exceeding the expectations of the com-

munity by a sizable margin. Not only munity by a sizable margin. Not only 
will the promised projects be a great will the promised projects be a great 
addition to the school children and the addition to the school children and the 
community, they have been managed so community, they have been managed so 
carefully that additional resources will carefully that additional resources will 
be available to complete several other be available to complete several other 
much-needed capital projects as well. much-needed capital projects as well. 
Careful stewardship of public dollars has Careful stewardship of public dollars has 
been a top priority of the district over the been a top priority of the district over the 
past several years.  past several years.  

The refi nancing of long-term debt will The refi nancing of long-term debt will 
save Puyallup tax payers more than 23 save Puyallup tax payers more than 23 
million dollars during the term of the million dollars during the term of the 
bonds. Wise investments in new buses bonds. Wise investments in new buses 
have provided extensive new revenues to have provided extensive new revenues to 
the district transportation system and the district transportation system and 
savings in operational costs, fuel effi -savings in operational costs, fuel effi -
ciency, and emissions that will benefi t ciency, and emissions that will benefi t 
the community for years into the future. the community for years into the future. 

The expansion of alternative learning The expansion of alternative learning 
opportunities has been instituted on opportunities has been instituted on 
a fully self-sustaining fi nancial basis. a fully self-sustaining fi nancial basis. 
Before- and after-school child care is Before- and after-school child care is 
in every elementary school and is serv-in every elementary school and is serv-
ing over 1,220 students each day. It is ing over 1,220 students each day. It is 
available to families at very reasonable available to families at very reasonable 
rates throughout the school year, during rates throughout the school year, during 
summer, and during school breaks. By summer, and during school breaks. By 

creating this partnership with a private creating this partnership with a private 
entity, Right At School, there is no cost entity, Right At School, there is no cost 
to the local taxpayer, and the district is to the local taxpayer, and the district is 
able to cover the operational costs of the able to cover the operational costs of the 
school buildings.  school buildings.  

Innovative partnerships with the Univer-Innovative partnerships with the Univer-
sity of Washington Tacoma and Clover sity of Washington Tacoma and Clover 
Park Technical College provide advantag-Park Technical College provide advantag-
es for Puyallup students that are unique es for Puyallup students that are unique 
in our state. Pathways to Promise allows in our state. Pathways to Promise allows 
automatic admission to UW Tacoma automatic admission to UW Tacoma 
for students who meet the criteria. The for students who meet the criteria. The 
Nursing Assistant Certifi cate Program in Nursing Assistant Certifi cate Program in 
all three comprehensive high schools is all three comprehensive high schools is 
a collaborative effort between the district a collaborative effort between the district 
and Clover Park Technical College.and Clover Park Technical College.

Over the past seven years, the Puyal-Over the past seven years, the Puyal-
lup School Board and the district have lup School Board and the district have 
strived to make lasting improvements strived to make lasting improvements 
in the educational programs and school in the educational programs and school 
facilities for our community while show-facilities for our community while show-
ing great stewardship for the dollars ing great stewardship for the dollars 
that have been provided by our taxpay-that have been provided by our taxpay-
ers. It makes me very proud to say that ers. It makes me very proud to say that 
we have been able to follow through on we have been able to follow through on 
those commitments and do so in a way those commitments and do so in a way 
that shows our commitment to the com-that shows our commitment to the com-
munity we serve.  munity we serve.  

Early Learning (continued from page 1)
  their emotions and to use common 
  language to help them express their 
  feelings and to problem solve.  
• General education preschool and
  early entrance kindergarten: In order
  to increase opportunities for young
  children to prepare for kindergarten,
  the Puyallup School District, in part-
  nership with Right At School, will offer
  preschool and an early entrance kin-
  dergarten program. Classes will be
  phased in over two years beginning in
  the fall of 2019. Kindergarten Academy
  will begin students in January/Febru-
  ary 2020. Early learning opportunities 
  such as those found in a preschool  
  increase equity, equal opportunity, and
  high performance for students.
• The district sponsors an early learning 
  providers conference each year where 
  they provide learning strategies for 
  young children before they enter kin-
  dergarten.
• Families are invited to Ready For Kin-
  dergarten classes where they receive 
  information and resources to help their 
  child prepare for kindergarten.

Statistics show that less than 50 percent 
of children begin school meeting kinder-
garten readiness performance indicators. 

“Early intervention is better for students. 
We want to catch them before the gap in 
their learning gets too big,” says Almai 
Malit, director of instructional leadership
for assessment and accountability.

A perspective from teachers
Spinning Elementary kindergarten 
teacher Sara Clerget-Pricco says the shift 
to full-day kindergarten along with oth-
er interventions are having a signifi cant 
impact on her students. “Now it’s not 
just surface level, we can really dig into 
science, writing, and math. Before, we 
would write simple sentences, and now 
our kindergartners learn proper punctu-
ation as well.” 

The RTI, LAP, and Title I individualized 
small group instruction which targets 
individual needs are having a signifi cant 
impact in reaching students. “In half-day 
kindergarten we would never have time 
to do that,” says Clerget-Pricco.

Social emotional learning and Second 
Step lessons take place every day in 
kindergarten. Now students have time 
to practice those skills and build on 
what they learn. They read books, talk 
through problems and how to deal with 
them, and discuss empathy and com-
passion. 

Kindergarten science has changed sig-
nifi cantly. Students are getting more 
hands-on problem solving time. At Meek-
er Elementary recently, a kindergarten 
class buried garbage, then came back 
days later to fi nd out what happens to 
garbage. They discovered how a banana 
peel was almost gone, and the plastic 

was still there. They learned about com-
posting. At Spinning students planted 
six plants and observed over time the 
effects when one received sun, water, 
and air while others received only one or 
two of these things.

At Maplewood, Ernst says the improve-
ments she is seeing in fourth graders 
extends beyond reading. All her students 
scored at grade level during a recent 
math test. “The kids all passed with 
fl ying colors. We practice multiplication, 
addition, subtraction, and division. They 
have the basic skills that are developed 
in K-3 grades, and by the time they get 
to fourth grade, they are nailing it!” says 
Ernst.

At Brouillet Elementary teacher Judy 
Radcliffe’s fi rst-grade students begin the 
school year prepared for the full day. She 
notices the difference. “They have the 
stamina and don’t expect to leave after 
lunch. They know what a full day looks 
like and are used to being here all day, 
so that’s huge,” says Radcliffe.

Radcliffe believes the improvements she 
is seeing in her students are the result 
of early learning initiatives. “They begin 
fi rst grade with a better grasp of letter 
names and sounds, and better counting 
skills,” she says. 

“The gi�  of full day kindergarten means 
that teachers can get the � me they need 
to build rela� onships with their students 

so that they can create a welcoming school 
where all students feel seen and valued. 
It goes back to the theory that if you can 

capture a kid’s heart, then you can capture 
their mind.” Brouillet fi rst grade teacher, 

Judy Radcliff e

Team teaching and collaboration is key. 
With the RTI data, teachers know what 
students were able to do in reading and 
math the prior year. “We gain a lot of 
knowledge from kindergarten teachers. 
Now they are coming to us identifi ed and 
with the interventions already put in 
place before fi rst grade,” says Radcliffe. 

Spinning Elementary kindergartner Eden LeeSpinning Elementary kindergartner Eden Lee
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Execu� ng a plan for the future

The planning began in 2011 with the 
Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee. A 
fi nal report was presented to the Puyal-
lup School Board in January 2012. The 
committee recommended three phases: 
2012-2016; 2016-2020; and 2020-2024.

This comprehensive master plan, re-
ferred to as the CFAC report, is the guide 
used to determine and prioritize long-
term needs of the district in the follow-
ing areas: new construction, remodel 
or replacement construction, program 
improvements, life cycle improvements, 
land disposition, and housing. 

It is the backbone for strategic bond and 
levy planning — intended to prepare the 
district to meet educational classroom 
and program requirements far into the 
future.

And it continues to serve the community 
well.

History
When released in 2012, the CFAC report 
acknowledged a backlog of facility needs 
“due to the failure of the 2007 and sub-
sequent 2009 bond and levy elections.” 
The district made no further attempt 
to ask voters to approve a bond or levy 
election in the next few years, due to the 
recession and housing market crash.

By 2012, the district had never before 
seen such a great backlog of needs. At 
that time, the board moved forward in 
commissioning the Bond Advisory Com-
mittee to develop a bond or capital levy 
package for the Puyallup School Board’s 
consideration of an election in the spring 
of 2013. A bond measure on the ballot in 
2013 also failed, leaving the district with 
little means of executing the CFAC plan.

In early 2014, a committee of 28 mem-
bers made up of parents, high school 
students, educators, and communi-
ty members was commissioned by the 
school board to update the existing 
CFAC report, and prepare a recommen-
dation for a future bond package. The 
committee’s work included regular bi-
monthly meetings that spanned a period 
of more than a year. The culmination 
of the committee’s work occurred in the 
spring of 2015 when they presented two 
similar but unique bond packages to the
school board.

In February 2014, a Replacement of 
Educational Programs, Maintenance, 
and Operations Levy, and a Capital Im-
provements and Technology Upgrades 
Levy passed. It provided funds for capital 
projects.

By 2015, the economy improved. Stu-
dent enrollment in the district increased 
by 1,676 between October 2012 and 
October 2016. More than 1,130 of that 
growth was at the elementary level. The 
district was faced with overcrowded 
schools, signifi cant maintenance and im-
provement needs, shortages in physical 
capacity which limited some educational 
programs, and the need for signifi cant 
security improvements.

In November 2015, voters approved the 
$292.5 million School Construction and 
Facility Improvements Bond measure.

The beginning: 2012-2016
Planning for the $292.5 million voter 
approved 2015 School Construction and 
Facility Improvements Bond measure 
package began with the CFAC report. 

The report called for Remodel or Replace-
ment Construction:
• Firgrove Elementary Replacement 
• Sunrise Elementary Replacement 
• Northwood Elementary Replacement 
• Pope Elementary Replacement 
• Shaw Road Elementary Remodel 
• Ferrucci Junior High Remodel to 
  1,000+ Student School 

Firgrove, Sunrise, Northwood, and Pope 
elementary schools were targeted in 
the 2015 bond and are currently under 
construction. Shaw Road Elementary 
opened a new 12-classroom wing in fall 
2017, and Hunt Elementary opened a 
12-classroom wing in fall 2018. 

Coming soon:  2017-2020
The Puyallup School Board has approved 
a plan to expand Ballou, Ferrucci, and 
Stahl junior highs. The focus is on addi-
tional classroom space, increased safety 
and security, and instructional spaces to 
accommodate specifi c program needs. 

The expansion plans will increase perim-
eter security and access by reducing the 
number of outside portables and secur-
ing building access. 

Two public hearings held in July and 
August 2018 focused on a recommenda-
tion by the 2015 Bond Oversight Com-
mittee to use state match funds. These 
projects will not cost taxpayers addition-
al money. Based on state calculations, 
Puyallup School District has qualifi ed for 
$77.5 million in matching state funds. 

Future needs: 2021-2024
Implementing phase three of the 
CFAC: High school master plan

The school board is forward-thinking to 
prepare for more than 12,000 elementary 
students who will progress to junior high 
and high school in the coming years. The 
aging buildings were not built with to-
day’s security concerns in mind. 

A new Bond Advisory Committee was 
commissioned by the Puyallup School 
Board in April 2018. The committee 
met twice monthly to study educational 
specifi cations and identify critical facility 
needs to enhance education at Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker 
high schools. The priority focus is on 
safety and security, classroom space, 
and educational programs at the high 
school level.

The BAC made a report outlining some 
possible options for a future school 
bond to the school board in May 2019. 
The fi nal recommendation is expected 
to be made by the board in June 2019.

The CFAC Report
Bond and levy election recommendations 
made by the Bond Advisory Committee 
begin with a comprehensive review of 
the CFAC 12-year plan. The committee 
is tasked by the board to put together a 
potential bond package which represents 
the most pressing needs prioritized by 
the CFAC Plan. The BAC considers pub-
lic input, the economy, statutory re-
quirements, fi nancing methods, and the 
fi nancial capacity of the district and its 
citizens in order to recommend a bond 
package to the Puyallup School Board. 

These recommendations require reeval-
uation during the next planning cycle to 
respond to actual developments regard-
ing demographic, economic, and pro-
gram delivery issues.

The new Northwood Elementary opening in September 2019 is one of the projects recommended by the Ci� zens Facili� es Advisory Commi� ee.
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Three exemplary music teachers re� re
Together they have more than 100 years as educators in the Puyallup School District. When they refl ect on teaching music to Together they have more than 100 years as educators in the Puyallup School District. When they refl ect on teaching music to 
thousands of students through the years, one thing is clear: they are each passionate about educating students and helping 
them succeed.

Dan Davison, Ballou Junior High choir director; Dawn Harmon, Northwood Elementary general music teacher; and Paula Evjen, 
Brouillet Elementary general music teacher and fi fth- and sixth-grade band director are retiring at the end of this school year. They 
are well-respected teachers in the district who have touched the lives of many students.

Every elementary student has music instruction two times per week. In the early years they learn how to keep a steady beat, 
rhythms, pitch and movement, to put music together, and how to work as a team. They learn to play the recorder in fourth grade, 
and can elect to join choir, band, or orchestra in fi fth and sixth grades.

Currently, there are nearly 3,000 secondary students electing to participate in band, orchestra, and choir. Nearly 950 students in 
fi fth or sixth grades travel to junior highs before school begins to learn band or orchestra.

Dawn HarmonDawn Harmon

Dan DavisonDan Davison

Davison spent his entire 40 year career as 
the choir director at Ballou Junior High. 
During those years he also taught speech, 
drama, and math. 

He knew he wanted to be a choir director 
while in high school. After graduating high 
school, he chose to attend Pacifi c Lutheran 
University because it was an exceptionally 
good place for choir. 

Davison will tell you he is an educator 
fi rst and choir director second. Greeting 
students warmly and expecting them to 
do the same is an example Davison sets 
for his class. “Something as simple as that 
can make an impression in a job interview. 
In my opinion, teachers should be more 
deliberate about those things,” he says.

“Building compassion and kindness are 
some of the most important things we 

teach.” Choir Director Dan Davison
He believes choices for elective classes 
allow students to fi nd their interests and 
talents. “It is important to help students 
know who they are, and it’s our job to 

bring that out in them,” says Davison. He 
smiles as he says elective choices some-
times draw students away from his choir 
classes. “The classes have gotten smaller 
because kids are doing different things. 
The things they are pulled towards are 
wonderful. I’m for those things,” he says.

During his career, Davison composed 
choral music and published it. He spoke 
at the American Choral Directors Associa-
tion in Chicago on teaching music for boys 
whose voices are changing. Many students 
who had Davison as a teacher went on to 
study music, some returning as student 
teachers under him. Rogers choir director 
Justin Wisness was a student of Davison 
who returned to teach in Puyallup. 

“If you have a student who has a gift for 
music, it’s our duty to bring that out, says 
Davison.

Evjen knew she wanted to be a music 
teacher when she was in the fi fth grade. 
She retires this year after teaching music 
for 27 years. 

Her teaching career began in the Au-
burn School District for one year before 
coming to Pope Elementary in Puyallup. 
Since then she has been a music teacher 
in many Puyallup elementary schools, at 
times serving three schools in a year.

She currently teaches K-1 and special 
education music at Brouillet Elementary, 
and recently accepted the opportunity 
to teach fi fth- and sixth-grade orchestra 
and band at Stahl Junior High. 

Evjen particularly enjoys teaching band 
and orchestra and sometimes plays the 
French horn along with students. “It’s 
been a fantastic experience, and I have 
loved it. The students really improve 
between the fi rst and second year,” she 
says.

It’s all smiles as she remembers a fi fth-

grade student who once asked her, “Why 
do we have to have music?”  She re-
sponded, “You know what? Your whole 
world revolves around music. You just 
have to hear it. Why is it harder to do it 
in class than it is to go out there and do 
it?”

“All you have to do is listen. We’ve just 
got to reach each child. Each child is 

unique, and each child can learn. Give 
them a new way of looking at music.” 

Music Teacher Paula Evjen

She says music provides students with a 
whole new universe. It combines science, 
math, foreign language, and physical 
education. 

Evjen likes to remind her students that 
there is music everywhere in life. 

An educator in the Puyallup School Dis-
trict for 35 years, Harmon taught at Pope, 
Riverside, and Northwood elementary 
schools. She began her career teaching 
second and third grades, then moved to 
elementary music 20 years ago.

Harmon comes from a musical family 
where, “It’s not DO you want to play, it’s 
WHAT instrument do you want to play? 
Music starts in your home,” she says. Her 
daughter played saxophone in the Puyal-
lup High School band, and Harmon plays 
the French horn in a band and sings in 
her church choir.  

One of her greatest accomplishments as a 
teacher is when students realize we are all 
musical people, and everyone can enjoy it. 
“You can just love music because it is mu-
sic, and you don’t have to like my style of 
music. Children should have the opportu-

nity to learn about different styles of music 
to fi nd the ones they enjoy,” says Harmon.

As a music teacher, Harmon says her 
greatest challenge is to help all students 
fi nd joy in music and ‘fi nd their musical 
heart.’

“We are all born as musical people. 
It doesn’t ma� er where we live, or 

what our culture. It’s universal. 
We’re musical people. When you’re 

around music, you just feel it.”
Music Teacher Dawn Harmon

She is creative in her teaching, and musi-
cal theatre is her passion. Her classroom 
is full of boxes of costumes. She says when 
students perform in musical theatre they 
learn drama, acting, movement, voice pro-
jection, and most of all it builds confi -

dence. As the Northwood Choral Director, 
her students perform for the community 
including nursing homes, the Washington 
State Fair, and the community center.

Paula EvjenPaula Evjen
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